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Penang, Malaysia. 

Selamat pagi !   (Happy Morning)

With the desire to get out of the house, I went to Penang Malaysia.  I landed in the industrial sector of Penang for the lecture at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), with my second visit to USM, and my fourth visit to the Silicon Valley of Malaysia.  As one enters USM, it is hard not to notice the white and blue mosque (masjid in Malay) and women engineers with Malaysian proper attire (e.g. colorful head scarfs, and long flowing dresses) holding matching colored umbrellas to block the sun. Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) works closely with the Bahagian Jaringan Industri & Mayarakat Division of Industry and Community Network – jointly sponsoring the talk on ESD.   Two hundred attendees signed up for the ESD lecture, with 151 engineers filling the lecture hall. It was standing room only, even after extra chairs were brought in.  The ESD lecture was on ESD in Systems. Attendees came from many locations in Malaysia – Bayan Lepas, Kulim Technology Park, and as far away as Kuala Lumpur.  The lecture house was full with attendees from students of USM, faculty of USM, Renesas, Solectron, Motorola, Avago, Silterra, and Celestica, Spansion, and Intel. The audience speaks in Mandarin, Hokkien, Fujian,  Guangdong Hua, English, Arabic and Malay.  To keep the audience  awake,  I use Mang-lish (Bahasa Malayu and English), Arabic greetings, English,  Ching-lish (Chinese and English), and ESD-glish. In Malaysia, it is important to speak Bahasa Malayu  (Malay) out of respect to the Malay population, .. sidikit-sidikit (a little bit).   The lecture was on a Tuesday afternoon, from 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm, having to finish for the Muslim Call to Prayer. The Bahagian Jaringan Industri & Mayarakat Division of Industry and Community Network with USM provided a small gift to the speaker.  The audience was filled with both men and women professionals, as well as old and young engineers.   In Malaysia, there is never a lack of food at events, and the evening closed with discussions between the speaker and the audience. 
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