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Driving East of Bangkok, out in the country side, is Mahanakorn University.  Jasmine rice fields sit behind the university - - and Mahanakorn University’s desire is to grow - - but they want to grow in size, students and prestige.  A new university, hoping to contribute - - maybe in the ESD arena.   
On this visit, the head of Department of Control and Instrumentation, Professor Manop Aorpimai, provided the tour of the laboratories.    Tours included a wide variety of labs - from RF ID design, analog circuit design, to Mechatronics, robotics and satellite labs.  

Today, there is an RFID design contest among its students.  RFID have some fundamental RF ESD issues of interest today!  Today, RFID designers want low leakage, and ESD protection - - a future un-discussed challenge. 

A lab of interest was shown to us by the President of the University, Professor Dr. Sujate Jantarang.    This lab comprised of a Thailand satellite that was developed by the university.  The lab contained agricultural airplane “drones” developed by both the electrical engineering, mechanical and aerospace applications.  These drones are used for agricultural areas to study the forests of Thailand.   Missiles and photographs from the satellite covered the walls.      In the discussions on the satellites at the ESD on Campus lecture, it was noted after discussions of ESD in space application, that the first satellite constructed by this university did in fact have an ESD problem.   
Before the ESD on Campus lecture, a senior faculty member Professor Dr. Tienchai Pradisthayon and other faculty joined us for an open air Thai lunch on the river. We drank from baby coconuts as Dr. Tienchai Pradisthayon discussed the history of his years of teaching at Chulalongkorn University, and wanted to help contribute to this new university.   

At the ESD on Campus lecture, discussions of future potential research in circuit design and ESD protection, and potential PhD and student projects were explored.  Students, such as Ms. Wannaya Ngamkham, sat with me and faculty, digging for potential PhD or Masters Thesis topics associated with analog circuits and ESD. 
Today, they want to buy the rice fields behind the campus, so they can make students grow instead of Jasmine rice. 
Sawatdee krab ! 
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