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One enters the campus of National Tsing Hua University from the Science Park entrance. An imposing brick Rubik cube monolith, with an ultra-modern sculpture protruding in the air, sends a message of the seriousness of the role of management, science, and technology in Taiwan. The building has been named after its donor – The TSMC Building.

As one enters the original campus area, it is covered with beautiful landscaping. The trees with hanging moss and rolling hills with the buildings woven between, all provide a pleasant park-like atmosphere.

Continuing on to Guang Fu Road, the campus pours into the street and into the Guang Fu Lu Ya She Night Market.  Carts, scooters, fast food, pastry shops, small stalls, and young Taiwanese students are all over the streets. Here you can find some of the best street food in Hsinchu...and of course, a skywalk that leads to Starbucks.  

National Tsing Hua University (NTHU) has a long history, starting in China and moving to Taiwan. This campus still maintains the logo that was established in Tsing Hua Academy at Tsing Hua Garden in Beijing in 1911. The logo has the Chinese characters right-to-left according to early tradition.

In 1928, in Taiwan, it was renamed to National Tsing Hua University as its curricula expanded to a full-fledged university. In 1956, National Tsing Hua University (NTHU) was reinstalled on its current campus in Hsinchu, Taiwan, with degrees from B.S. to Ph.D. in science, technology, engineering, humanities and social sciences, as well as technology management. Today, it is ranked as one of the premier universities in Taiwan and is widely recognized as the best incubator for future leadership. Many Nobel Prize winners are present on this campus from physics to chemistry.  

EE Department head, Professor Chien Hsin Lien and Professor Yu-Shi Huang, were a great set of hosts for the visit. Our host announced to the students, that “ESDA is on a mission” and that is why we are here. 

The 1.5 hour ESD lecture was very well attended, exceeding 230 graduate students as well as some industry visitors – with many questions from students and faculty. Students filled the auditorium, and lay in the aisles and along the walls, as the language flip-flopped between English and Chinese, and a little native Taiwan dialect “Taiwan-hua.” Many students indicating that they were quite excited to hear a lecture on ESD. 

The visit ended with a formal Taiwan dinner, including some of the best Oolong teas from the mountains of Taiwan. We talked all night about education, teaching, student interactions, and its importance for developing young minds, ending with wishes for me to return again someday. 

It was as they say in Taiwan-hua, “Tsan!” (translation: Awesome...The best!)... A good place for our 28th campus visit!

Xie Xie Ning NTHU!

Dr. Steven H. Voldman
ESD on Campus
ESD Association Board of Directors
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