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Saguaros to Semiconductors 

As one leaves the Saguaro National Park, heading to the University of Arizona in Tucson, the shadows of the Saguaro cacti remind us of people on the foothills. This visual image is discussed in the Native American Pima and Tohono O’odham (Papago) folktales. The ancient Pima folktales tell of two boys who turn into the Saguaro to bear fruit on the barren foothills. From the West, the saguaros face the University of Arizona. No “wildcats” were seen in the foothills – only at the University of Arizona. 

Entering Tucson from the foothills, the Electrical Engineering building of the University of Arizona sits on 1230 Speedway Avenue. The Electrical Engineering department was founded in 1910, and presently supported by Department head Jerzy W. Rozenblit. 

I presented an ESD lecture to an Analog Design course, with the host faculty member Professor Janet Mei Ling Wang. It was quiet on campus, but when the class started, all 60 seats were filled. The analog design class was full of students from all over the world -- Taiwan, China, Nigeria, Cameroon, and even one from Milton, Vermont. The lecture was titled “The Importance of ESD in the Semiconductor Industry,” highlighting all the future needs and direction of the semiconductor industry from technology and testing, to system-level ESD. Professor Janet Wang (my host) and colleagues had attended our ESDA faculty reception during our ESD Symposium Week in 2006. For most of the students, this was their first exposure to the ESD topic. Students were quite excited about a new opportunity to learn about the semiconductor industry, and the potential of future jobs that may be of interest to them. In the lecture I noted that challenges still exist in the area of power electronics, analog, and testing of semiconductor components. 

After the lecture, Oluwafisayo Olayinka of Nigeria, sent the following note:

“Hello Dr Steven,
This is Fisayo Olayinka from the University of Arizona. I was really motivated by your lecture today and I want to thank you for coming down and presenting such a wonderful lecture.” 
It was a pleasure to visit Tucson, AZ and see the Tucson flora, as well as the motivation of the University of Arizona students who were excited see the opportunities in the semiconductor industry. 
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