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City University of Hong Kong

EMI, ESD, Devices and Dim Sum

ESD on Campus

By 
Steven H. Voldman

The ESD on Campus program visited the City University of Hong Kong on one of Hong Kong’s most exciting days, as the Olympic torch was run through the city for the 2008 Beijing Olympics.  After a long detour around the flag waving crowds, one enters City University of Hong Kong.  You are greeted at the gates with two Qilin.   The Qilin  -- (Chinese: pinyin), or better known for the beer, as the  Kirin (Japanese and Korean), is a Chinese mythical hooved creature with antlers  and a tail. The Qilin is said to appear in conjunction with the arrival of a sage -- it is a good omen that brings serenity or prosperity.  As one enters City University, students flow out of the MRT station into the university through high tech Moon Gate doors.  City University of Hong Kong has 25,000 students and an Engineering School of 6,000 students.  The school motto is “Officium et Civitas” -- a focus on professionalism, and contribution to society – key for the success of Hong Kong.  As a result, a significant amount of research is directly geared toward modern problems and today’s applications. In the lab there is research on RF components, RFID devices and electromagnetic interference (EMI).  At this time there is a growing interest to get into ESD work in the semiconductor area. 

Professor Hei Wong, whose focus is semiconductor devices and EMI, was the host. He provided a tour of the four RF EMI chambers. City University of Hong Kong is not lacking in resources, new very well equipped laboratories and equipment fill the space in a traditional Hong Kong style. Every square foot counts in Hong Kong where land is limited and all buildings abut the mountain range.  An ESD talk was given to faculty 
and students discussing areas of possible research in EMI and ESD.  When in Hong Kong, one must explore the Dim Sum delicacies – the University is unique with prepared ducks hanging in the student cafeteria  and a Dim Sum restaurant integrated for students and faculty… such that I have never seen outside of Hong Kong. The honey coated deep fried eggplant was a new dish for me.

As I got out of my taxi in Wanchai, flag waving and smiles lined the downtown street as the Olympic torch ran through.

I do have to admit, ESD took a second place finish to the Olympic torch on this special day.  But at least we were there…and placed.
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